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Zoe Haseman: The urgent need for us to tackle the climate crisis. Yeah. 

Jens Nielsen: So it's really a crucial decade. 

Zoe Haseman: Impacts of climate change and the risks that these pose to our society. 

Jens Nielsen: We need specific planes and excellence to drive the CO2 emissions down in the 
short term. 

Zoe Haseman: The climate crisis is the world's man is critical challenge right now. 

Jens Nielsen: Hello and welcome to The Sparks Podcast Series. I'm Jens Nielsen. 

Zoe Haseman: And I'm Zoe Haseman. 

Jens Nielsen: And we'll be your host throughout this special edition podcast series brought to 
you by The World Climate Foundation and Jacobs. Come with us as we take you 
on a journey around world to explore how different countries are tackling their 
climate challenges, sparking ideas and inspiration, from clean energy 
innovations in Scotland to sustainable buildings in Dubai, we'll be interviewing 
global green leaders, financiers and entrepreneurs about the policies, 
investments, and innovations that are accelerating our progress towards a 
resilient and sustainable world. Our podcast hopes to educate and inspire, 
sparking real conversations with the intention to collaborate, act, commit to 
real change. 

Zoe Haseman: Dubai is well known around the world for the dramatic growth of the city. Since 
the United Arab Emirates was founded in 1971, but what is not as well known is 
that Dubai is a model for the country's focus on sustainability and the ongoing 
transition to sustainable and smart cities. This year, the eyes of the world are on 
the UAE as Dubai is the first world expo in the Middle East Africa and South Asia 
region. 

Jens Nielsen: In this episode, we talk about how sustainability is a sub theme of Expo 2020 
Dubai, which is presenting the opportunity for the global community to share 
challenges, lessons learned and solutions from around the world. For Expo, the 
event is an opportunity to advance the UAE sustainability agenda and create a 
model for sustainable urban development that will live on as district 2020, after 
the event. Joining us today, a two of the UAE's most influential leaders helping 
to make the world more sustainable. We are excited to introduce Ayla Bajwa, 
head of sustainability and impact from DP World and Ahmed Al Khatib, chief 
delivery officer for Expo 2020 Dubai. Ayla and Ahmed, welcome. Thank you for 
joining us. 

 Ayla Bajwa: Thank you for having us. 

Ahmed Al Khatib: Thank you, Jens. 
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other directions to help and serve the project itself. In terms of concrete, our 
concrete uses 30% less water than business as usual, power we are using across 
the site, 50% comes from renewable energy. This is through the solar panels on 
the buildings, as well as the connecting to Sheikh Mohammed's solar farm 
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terms of technology, in terms of how cities should actually be designed around 
human, rather than, around how much my building will generate traffic, how 
much commercial space I need to maximize, how much... Of course it's 
important, but it's not all about how much money I should generate. 

 It's really just, you can, if you come Expo and walk around, it's a human-centric 
development. What are the closest services to me? How can I walk and enjoy a 
nice, healthy environment of shades, of plants, of good percentage of oxygen, of 
great amount of sunlight that goes into my buildings of everything? So the only 
way actually to know it, it is just to come and experience it yourself, because 
we've heard so many times about sustainable urban development and future 
cities, but actually I would say like Expo 2020, which is also District 2020 and 
legacy, this is the real future city that is actually built and is here on ground. 

Zoe Haseman: Excellent. Well, I'm certainly looking forward to coming. You may do a good 
pitch. One of the things that I'd be interested in there, is how has your personal 
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women empowerment. So for each one of these issue areas, we have identified 
under our community strategy. We have identified anchor partnerships and so 
that is the connection. So we have our large sustainability framework, within 
that the community strategy, within the community strategy, our focus areas, 
and each focus area being anchored in a critical and strategic partnership. 

 And this very much is the ethos of how we approach sustainable development. 
Being very clear that we have a platform, we have a value chain and we are not 
necessarily experts on the ground for these issue areas. So in the case of wildlife 
protection, this is why we have partnered with United for Wildlife, with
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that we address the world's largest challenges within this decade of action? So 
we have 10 years, so also aligned with the sustainable development goals, 2030 
marks the end of achieving the sustainable development goals. And so we 
referenced it as the decade of action. And so the Earthshot Prize also views this 
decade of action as critical to sparking innovation, to address sustainability 
challenges. And so it is an awards scheme, like no other, it's really an 
unprecedented award scheme for innovators from across the globe to present 
these mind blowing ideas that can scale to achieve these challenges and 
cognizant that we are working towards this decade of action. 

 And so for us, it was very, again, aligned with also our business value system. 
We believe, and we are passionate about innovation and business 
transformation. And so is a complete synergy between the Earthshot Prize 
values and DP World's approach to sustainability in the way that it does 
business. And it's was a complete pleasure to be able to partner with Expo on 
this. So for us to be a premier partner of the Expo and for both entities to then 
support the Earthshot Prize was exactly the kind of things we want to achieve 
through this global platform and exactly the way we want to set up the legacy of 
Expo and the work and the conversations that we are undergoing. 

 We don't want it to end after six months. We actually want it to pivot after six 
months. And these are the kind of partnerships that we are looking to solidify, 
taking an active approach in these partnerships, having dialogue and really 
planning together, how are we going to really make the next 10 years in a space 
where sustainable development challenges are addressed and our targets are 
achievable. 

Zoe Haseman: Excellent. And Ayla, the first winners were recently announced in an inaugural 
event ceremony in London, which are tuned into, on the TV on Sunday evening. 
What has your role been through that selection process and how do you 
support the winners to help them scale their Earthshots over the next decade? 

 Ayla Bajwa: Yes, so we work... So we take the lead of the Earthshot Prize and so we work 
with the team and we look to them to provide guidance on how we can propel 
the excellent work that is being carried out by the winners that have been 
identified. It's truly inspirational. I urge everyone to watch the ceremony that 
took place a couple of days ago. The innovations are quite inspirational, we are 
planning to meet with the winners at COP26 and have bilaterals and have 
collective conversations about what to do next, how DP World can support, how 
can we leverage our business where we are very privileged as DP World is that 
we are a Dubai company operating globally. So we work in over 60 countries 
and we have relationships on the ground in those countries via from a civil 
society organization perspective. So we work directly with the communities 
there, we have partners there, but also with the governments. 

 And so if these are places that can benefit from the innovations that have come 
out of Earthshot Prize, then we are very keen to be the conduit between these 
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innovations and these entrepreneurs and these winners to these locations. And 
then also sharing our business operations with these innovators and saying, 
these are our business services. And can we leverage these business services to 
support the excellent work that you are doing? And can we connect the 
technologies that we are using in then also propelling the work that these 
innovators are looking to achieve? So for us, it's really connecting the dots. 

 And again, I will always go back to the same point, providing a platform to 
propel the messages and the work that th
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the site of expo on all of this is just a very small, honestly there are so many 
others, like again, you need to come and experience it yourself by visiting the 
Expo. And also maybe if you don't have the opportunity, you can come always 
after Expo, because we are leaving the entire city with the great plans. So the 
city will remain as the city of the future. 

Jens Nielsen: Thank you Ahmed. I would love to go over and see the Expo. 

Zoe Haseman: 
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