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Lauren Sorkin: It's great to be here. Thanks for having me. 

Zoe Haseman: So let's start off with what is Resilient Cities Network's mission and what is your 
focus on decarbonization and net zero cities? 

Lauren Sorkin: So we are at Resilient Cities Network, the foremost global city led urban 
resilience network. And we have a growing city membership that currently 
represents about a 100 cities, in 40 countries and 6 continents, or about 220 
million city dwellers. So our network is busily bringing together knowledge, 
practice, partnerships, and funding to empower cities, really to strengthen them 
from the inside, to deliver solutions that build a safe, resilient, equitable, and 
sustainable future for all. So we support the leaders of cities, mayors, and chief 
resilience officers around the world, to put in place systems that can survive, 
adapt, and thrive ahead of disruption. We live in an increasingly uncertain world 
and so we want to prepare cities to deal with interrelated shocks and stresses. 
And why focus on net zero? Well, we're involved in the net zero agenda because 
we represent cities and cities are always called on to deliver results. 

 The reason they're called on to deliver results is because they represent scale. 
Two thirds of global carbon emissions come from cities. Most of the world's 
population, over 50% heading towards 70%, live in cities. And cities are the 
hotbed of innovation. So it's a place to pilot and develop solutions that can 
make really big difference. Cities really are where action happens and they can 
operate in real time. City leaders can make decisions in real time. So this is not 
an either or agenda for us, in terms of resilience and climate change mitigation, 
or the race to zero. You have to address them at the same time, because we 
want to avoid the worst impacts of climate change. But we also know that some 
of those climate impacts are already baked in, because of historic emission. So 
we see net zero as this incredible opportunity to leverage investment and to 
build resilience as we work towards a net zero world. 

Jens Nielsen: 
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scaling up distributed renewables, as this response for the energy transition and 
also creating more equitable access to energy infrastructure and creating jobs, 
that service that more distributed infrastructure. 

 We have seen a number of examples across our cities, where if you have a 
single point of failure in terms of a single kind of energy and typically, more 
fossil fuel based energy, and then that source of power is knocked out because 
of some kind of shock, you are very vulnerable. Your community's very 
vulnerable. Whereas when you have an investment in a more distributed and 
resilient and energy infrastructure, you create more jobs, you create more 
resilience and you create more equitable access to those resources. So I think, 
the jobs of the future are there in terms of investing in net zero and resilience 
and in particular, if we put a focus on equitable access. And people don't give 
enough credit to resilience jobs or net zero jobs, for what they can offer. I think 
very often we're afraid of what are the losses, if we move away from the 
systems we know. But I think a lot of people are starting to ask more question; 
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efforts and sharing best practices, Asia can actually emerge as one of the 
leaders in facing down these challenges. 

Zoe Haseman: Fantastic. Thanks Lauren. So we mentioned COP26 before we jumped onto the 
podcast, and you said you were going to be going. What are you looking forward 
to about COP26? Obviously at this time of recording we're about 9, I think 18 
days away from it, how are Resilient Cities Network using COP26 as a platform 
or an opportunity to sort of drive the climate agenda? 

Lauren Sorkin: Thanks Zoe. This is such an important meeting. It really is. I think whether you're 
going to be there in person or virtually, this is a time where commitments turn 
into even deeper partnerships, deeper partnerships turn into deeper action 
agendas, and from an international perspective, this is the place where national 
governments are going to solidify their commitments in terms of what they're 
going to deliver and what they're going to finance. So with that as the potential 
for this conference, it's a really critical meeting. And so Houston City Mayor, 
Sylvester Turner, who is also the chairman of our board, and I will be there to 
really advance a few messages which I'll share with you because I think they're 
really critical. 

 First and foremost is that climate resilience and climate mitigation need to be 
on equal footing. The work that we're doing right now in terms of net zero, in 
terms of mitigation is excellent. But the benefits that we will feel from it are not 
immediate. And those climate change impacts that are baked in, need to be 
addressed. And we need to be building safer and more equitable cities as we 
make the transition, as we make the investments in net zero. 

 The second thing is that, the cities are a scale, where we can make a difference, 
where we can act and we can deliver. And we will be showcasing, from the 
network, the kinds of initiatives that cities are already delivering. And I think 
what's exciting about working across the city network, is that ability to scale 
solutions. 

 The third is that, resilience can create a lot of jobs, net zero can create a lot of 
jobs and they are similar jobs and then there will also be different components 
of that new economy, and they're both incredibly important. One other that 
we've also talked about, I think in a lot of detail, is that without equity, there 
really cannot be resilience to climate change. And so as we journey towards net 
zero, we have to not compromise on these issues of equity and inclusion, 
because we will then compound climate impacts going forward. 

 And then, finally, and it may sound like a common refrain, but I think the 
urgency is in how it actually gets done, and that's that we have to take a multi-

https://www.rev.com/account/files
https://www.rev.com/


This transcript was exported on Mar 15, 2022 - 

https://www.rev.com/account/files
https://www.rev.com/

